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RURAL  DISIRICL  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELU 


REPORT 


OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  10.93,  and  this  figure,  when  adjusted,  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  8.73,  which  compares  with  11.5  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  is  17.91,  as  compared  with  23.0  for  the  country 
as  a whole  and  with  21.14  for  1956. 


IMiVIUMSATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  this  scheme 
and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  delegated  the  duties  in  connection 
with  local  arrangements  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Prior  to  1953  facilities  for  immunisation  were  only  available  against  diph- 
theria, the  recommended  age  being  at  nine  months.  Since  1953  every  parent 
has  received  a letter  from  this  department,  when  the  child  reaches  the  age 
of  three  months,  recommending  combined  immunisation  of  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  at  that  age  in  order  to  protect  the  child  from 
contracting  whooping  cough  in  the  early  months,  as  that  is  when  the  disease 
strikes  hardest.  Parents  are  given  the  option  of  taking  the  child  to  the  family 
doctor  or  to  a special  clinic  at  which  Dr.  H.  L.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  attends.  The  great  majority  of  parents  very  wisely  accept  the  com- 
bined vaccine.  If  protection  against  diphtheria  only  is  desired,  this  is  done 
about  the  eighth  or  ninth  month,  as  diphtheria  very  seldom  attacks  a child 
under  the  age  of  eight  months.  Three  injections  are  necessary  to  obtain  the 
required  immunity,  and  these  are  given  at  four-weekly  intervals.  The  majority 
of  parents  show  their  willingness  to  have  the  child  immunised  at  this  initial 
approach — the  parents  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area  are  to  be  congratulated  in  being 
so  “ immunised  minded  ” — but  if  no  reply  is  received  during  the  next  two 
months  the  Health  Visitor  or  District  Nurse  is  informed  and  she  then  visits 
with  a view  to  getting  the  necessary  acceptance.  Very  few  parents  refuse  to 
have  their  children  immunised — 27  out  of  1,771  children  under  five  years  of  age 
— some  give  no  reason,  others  stating  that  they  object  on  religious  or  con- 
scientious grounds,  whatever  that  may  mean. 

Diphtheria  does  appear  to  be  on  the  way  out  in  this  country,  the  number 
of  cases  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  last  year  being  only  53  and  the 
deaths  8,  whereas  in  the  years  prior  to  1940  the  number  of  cases  every  year 
was  approximately  60,000  and  the  average  number  of  deaths  was  3,000.  The 
number  of  cases  has  diminished  every  year  since  1940,  when  the  immunisation 
campaign  for  the  whole  country  was  commenced,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
immunisation  has  been  responsible  for  this  remarkable  achievement.  What  a 
wonderful  saving  in  children’s  lives! 
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In  the  Mid-Sussex  area  our  campaign  started  in  1935  and  at  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  1939  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  the  Mid-Sussex  area  were 
already  protected,  the  highest  percentage  in  the  country  at  that  time.  Al- 
though this  district  had  a few  cases  of  diphtheria  shortly  after  the  London 
children  were  evacuated  to  this  area,  many  of  whom  were  virulent  carriers  of 
diphtheria,  we  have  definitely  reaped  the  benefit  of  immunisation,  and  it  is  now 
ten  years  since  the  last  case  occurred  in  this  district.  Should,  however,  a 
virulent  carrier  of  diphtheria  find  his  way  into  one  of  the  schools  of  this  area, 
and  this  is  always  a possibility,  it  will  be  the  unprotected  children  who  will 
suffer;  so  I suggest  to  those  parents  who  have  refused,  or  who  have  consented 
but  done  nothing,  to  reconsider  their  decision  and  have  their  children  immunised 
without  further  delay. 

As  this  will  be  the  last  Annual  Report  I shall  present  to  the  Council  I 
thought  I would  look  up  my  first,  which  was  for  the  year  1934.  Under  the 
heading  of  “ Diphtheria,”  the  following  paragraph  appeared:  “ The  incidence 
of  this  disease  was  low,  only  seven  cases  being  notified.”  To  comment  would 
be  superfluous! 

We  still  remain  faithful  to  the  Schick  test,  carried  out  by  Dr.  Duke  three 
months  after  the  final  injection,  as  it  does  ensure  that  all  the  children  arc 
properly  protected,  positive  reactors  being  given  a further  injection.  At  the 
age  of  five  years  a reinforcing  injection  is  given,  and  at  10-1 1 years  the  children 
are  retested,  only  those  who  are  positive  receiving  a further  injection.  It  is 
interesting  to  find  that  the  result  of  the  Schick  test  at  this  age  (10-11  years) 
is  that  96  per  cent,  are  negative,  in  other  words  are  still  protected.  On  these 
figures  alone  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a case  for  a reinforcing  injection  for 
every  child  at  this  age  as  carried  out  by  most  medical  officers  of  health  through- 
out the  country.  In  1953  the  figure  was  80,  and  it  has  increased  every  year 
since,  so  it  would  seem  as  if  the  vaccine  used  in  the  early  days  was  not  so  effective 
for  long-term  protection  as  that  used  in  the  last  ten  years.  If  we  had  not 
employed  the  Schick  test  we  should  be  completely  in  the  dark  on  this  matter. 

As  we  now  have  had  five  years’  experience  of  whooping  cough  immunisa- 
tion, it  was  thought  it  would  be  worthwhile  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  sig- 
nificant decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  the 
years  prior  to  immunisation.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  the  last  five  years 
was  261  and  in  the  previous  five  years  the  number  was  426.  The  total  number 
does  not  give  a complete  picture  because  in  1953  only  the  “ under- 1 ” children 
were  protected,  in  1954  only  the  “ under-2  ” and  so  on.  If  we  examine  the 
cases  “ under- 1 ” we  find  that  12  occurred  since  1953,  as  against  27  in  the 
previous  5 years,  and  of  these  twelve  cases,  with  one  exception,  none  had  been 
previously  immunised.  The  one  exception  developed  whooping  cough  three 
weeks  after  the  third  injection  when  immunity  probably  had  not  fully  developed. 
On  investigating  all  cases  of  whooping  cough  which  had  been  notified  since 
1953  (261)  we  find  that  13  had  been  immunised  previously.  The  numbers  are 
too  small  to  be  dogmatic  about  but  it  would  certainly  appear  that  immunisation 
has  been  responsible  for  cutting  down  the  number  of  cases  occurring,  although 
it  must  be  admitted  it  is  not  yet  100  per  cent,  effective. 

Dr.  Duke  has  been  associated  with  me  in  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Scheme  since  1937  and  it  is  due,  in  no  small  measure,  to  his  efforts  that  our 
scheme  has  proved  to  be  the  success  it  is.  As  we  both  intend  to  retire  at  the 
end  of  February,  1959,  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him 
most  sincerely  for  his  assistance,  consideration  and  loyalty  to  me  over  the  years. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  same  kind  of  approach  is  made  to  parents  to  have  their  children 
vaccinated  against  smallpox,  and  again  the  parents  have  come  up  to  scratch. 
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264  children  were  vaccinated  under  the  age  of  one  year,  and  this  gives  a per- 
centage of  91  of  aU  children  in  the  0-1  year  group — a figure  to  be  proud  of. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  administers  this  Scheme,  and  my 
department  co-operates  by  distributing  leaflets  and  forms  and  also  by  giving 
information  to  parents  on  request.  Full  particulars  will,  no  doubt,  appear 
in  the  Report  of  the  C.M.O.H. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Of  the  463  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  measles  was  responsible  for 
405  and  whooping  cough  for  29.  Only  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  an 
adult  who  had  paralysis  of  the  bulbar  type. 

Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  all  being  of  a very  mild  type. 
On  looking  up  my  Annual  Report  for  1934  I find  that  the  number  notified 
in  that  year  was  sixty-nine.  At  that  time  scarlet  fever  was  a much  more  serious 
disease  than  it  is  now,  severe  cases  with  complications  being  quite  frequent. 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified,  all  members  of  one  family 
who  had  consumed  cornish  pasties  purchased  from  a store  in  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Brighton.  The  symptoms  were  similar  to  those  associated  with  food 
poisoning,  due  to  a staphylococcus,  and,  in  fact,  this  organism  was  found  in 
the  stools  of  two  of  the  sufferers.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the 
pasties  had  been  prepared  in  a factory  in  Northamptonshire,  delivered  to  a firm 
in  Wembley  and  from  there  to  Brighton.  I pointed  out  in  my  report,  at  the 
time,  that  there  was  obviously  considerable  delay  between  the  manufacture  of 
the  pasties  and  their  consumption  by  the  family  which,  of  course,  increases  the 
risk  of  food  poisoning.  I had  felt  before,  and  it  was  made  stronger  by  this 
occurrence,  that  meat  pies  and  similar  foods  should  always  be  wrapped  at  the 
place  of  manufacture  and  that  the  date  should  be  clearly  printed  on  the  wrapper. 
Retailers  would  then  be  aware  of  the  age  of  the  commodity  and  would  not 
dare  sell  if  several  days  old,  and  the  customer  likewise  would  know  the  age  of 
the  article.  1 recommended  that  the  Council  should  ask  the  Rural  District 
Council’s  Association  to  make  representation  to  the  Ministry  to  get  the  neces- 
sary legislation  passed,  and  the  Council  made  representation  accordingly. 
There  are,  of  course,  a large  number  of  manufacturers  who  do  wrap  meat  pies 
and  pasties,  and  I am  aware  of  one  who  also  does  put  a date  on  the  wrapper 
so  we  are  not  asking  for  something  which  is  unobtainable  or  unreasonable. 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1956  I stated  that  since  1950,  when  deaths  from 
this  disease  were  listed  separately,  57  males  and  12  females  had  died  of  cancer 
of  the  lung  in  this  district.  In  1957  a further  12  males  and  1 female  died  from 
this  cause.  In  my  1956  report  I pointed  out  that  a great  deal  of  research  work 
had  been  carried  out,  in  this  and  other  countries,  to  try  to  find  out  why  this 
disease  had  been  increasing  every  year,  and  the  conclusion  reached  was  that 
there  was  a relationship  between  cancer  of  the  lung  and  cigarette  smoking, 
the  evidence  showing  that  mortality  was  twenty  times  greater  among  heavy 
smokers  as  compared  with  non-smokers.  1 am  again  referring  to  this  subject, 
as  1 feel  it  is  my  duty  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public,  in  this  district,  to 
the  risk  of  persons  contracting  the  disease  from  cigarette  smoking.  My  advice 
to  {a)  the  public,  is  to  try  to  discontinue  the  habit  altogether  (as  I did  twelve 
years  ago)  or  to  limit  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked,  and  to  (6)  parents  to 
dissuade  their  children  from  starting  the  habit,  which,  once  started,  is  very 
difficult  to  control. 
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SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

It  was  found  necessary  to  utilise  the  provisions  of  this  Section  for  the 
removal  of  an  old  lady  who  was  living  alone  and  who  was  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  Her  medical  attendant  and  1,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  had 
endeavoured  to  persuade  her  to  go  into  hospital,  but  without  success,  and  as 
her  general  condition  had  deteriorated,  application  was  made  to  the  Court  to 
have  her  removed  to  Cuckfield  Hospital.  At  the  time  of  writing  she  is  still 
there  and  appears  to  be  quite  happy. 

As  I pointed  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1956,  this  section  is  only  used 
as  a last  resort,  relatives,  neighbours  and  home  helps  being  enlisted  to  help  if 
possible,  but  in  this  particular  case  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  get  her 
removed  to  hospital. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Our  efforts  to  maintain  and  improve  the  standards  of  food  hygiene  in 
food  premises  were  continued  during  the  past  year.  Frequent  inspections 
at  which  reasons  are  given  for  suggested  improvements  and  advice  generally 
is  the  method  we  employ,  and  in  this  way  we  usually  gain  the  co-operation  of 
the  food  traders. 

Particular  attention  was  paid  to  securing  that  no  open  food  was  exposed 
to  contamination  from  customers  on  service  counters,  our  standard  being  that 
no  open  food  is  allowed  there  unless  it  is  protected  from  the  customers  by  glass 
or  similar  translucent  material.  This  applies  specially  to  grocers,  confectioners 
and  butchers’  shops.  There  is,  however,  the  problem  of  the  window  display, 
and  this  has  been  a matter  where  some  proprietors  or  managers,  at  first,  did  not 
quite  see  our  point  of  view.  A display  of  unwrapped  food — cooked  meats, 
sausages  and  sliced  bacon — in  the  window  unprotected  by  a glass  door  or 
similar  means  is  open  to  the  same  risk  of  infection  from  the  customers  as  from 
the  serving  counter.  Our  requirement  is  that  open  food  shall  not  be  exposed 
in  the  window  on  the  customers’  side  of  the  counter,  which  means  that  it  has 
to  be  moved  to  the  service  side,  leaving  the  other  side  for  wrapped  food.  A 
number  of  butchers  have  completely  reorganised  the  interior  of  the  shops,  so 
that  all  meat  is  now  hung  or  placed  behind  the  service  counter  and  they  are  to 
be  commended  for  this  aetion. 

I have  given  many  talks  on  food  hygiene  during  the  past  few  years  to 
Women’s  Institutes,  Townswomen’s  Guilds  and  Young  Wives’  Groups,  and 
I always  invite  questions  at  the  end  of  the  talk.  In  this  way  one  obtains  the 
views  of  the  members  who,  after  all,  are  the  buyers  and  consumers,  and  I find 
that  they  are  just  as  keen  as  I am  that  open  food  should  not  be  exposed.  They 
sometimes  complain  forcibly  about  the  shortcomings  at  a certain  shop,  but  when 
I have  asked  if  they  complained  to  the  manager  or  proprietor  they  generally 
say  that  they  have  not,  as  they  do  not  like  creating  a scene,  and  prefer  to  change 
their  custom  to  another  shop.  I feel  sure  that  if  food  traders  were  fully  aware 
of  this  attitude  by  their  customers  they  would  take  more  care  in  the  display  of 
open  food,  and  the  Local  Press  would  be  doing  a useful  service  if  they  would 
see  their  way  to  draw  attention  to  this  matter  when  they  review  this  report. 

In  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  infectious  disease  a full  account 
is  given  of  a small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning,  so  it  is  not  necessary  to  elaborate 
on  that  further  here. 

HOUSING 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  submitted  to  the  Ministry  under  the  Council’s 
five-year  slum  clearance  plan  was  291.  At  the  end  of  1956  approximately  120 
had  been  dealt  with  by  demolition  orders,  by  undertakings  from  the  owners  not 
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to  re-let  until  made  fit,  after  rehousing  by  the  Council,  or  by  informal  action. 
A further  60  houses  were  dealt  with  in  1957,  leaving  approximately  110  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  next  two  years.  Before  formal  action  is  taken  the 
owner  is  approached  to  see  if  he  is  prepared  to  make  the  house  fit,  and  he  is 
informed  at  the  same  time  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  relating  to 
improvement  grants.  Up  to  the  present  agreement  has  always  been  reached 
before  the  house  is  represented  officially  to  the  Council,  with  the  result  that  no 
owner  has  so  far  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the  Council.  Our  aim  is  to 
avoid  demolition,  if  possible,  and  in  cases  where  the  owner  has  not  had  the 
money  to  make  the  house  fit  we  have  suggested  that  he  sells  it  to  a purchaser 
who  is  prepared  to  do  so.  In  the  case  of  unfit  houses  occupied  by  aged  people, 
who  do  not  wish  to  move,  the  owners  will  be  asked  to  give  an  undertaking 
not  to  re-let  after  vacation  by  the  present  tenant,  and  consideration  can  then 
be  given  as  to  the  future  use  of  the  houses. 

Full  details  of  the  houses  dealt  with  and  the  rehousing  position  will  be 
found  on  page  29  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Meetings  of  representatives  of  Local  Authorities  in  Area  No.  67 — County 
Borough  of  Brighton  and  neighbouring  authorities — were  held  at  Brighton 
during  the  year,  at  which  discussions  took  place  on  existing  slaughterhouse 
facilities  in  the  area  and  the  need  to  provide  additional  facilities.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  County  Borough  of  Brighton  outlined  their  programme  of 
improvements  to  the  existing  abattoir  and  stated  that  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  Brighton  and  Hove  Meat  Traders  were  satisfied  with  this 
scheme  and  did  not  propose  to  set  up  additional  slaughtering  facilities.  As 
far  as  this  Council  is  concerned  there  is  no  operative  slaughterhouse  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district  and  no  plans  for  a slaughterhouse  are  expected.  It 
was  considered  by  this  Council’s  representatives  and  endorsed  by  the  Council 
later  that  the  needs  of  the  district  were  being  met  adequately  by  the  Brighton 
abattoir. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  F.  G.  Jones,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
for  his  very  helpful  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department,  and  for  the 
particulars  which  he  has  supplied  for  this  Report.  I wish  also  to  thank  the 
other  members  of  the  staflT,  and  in  particular  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  consideration  and  support  1 have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . . William  B.  Stott,  l.r.c.p.  & s.  (edin.), 

D.P.H.  (CAMB.) 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and  Burgess  Hill 

Urban  Districts) 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Hecdth 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health 
Inspector  . . 

District  Public  Health  Inspector  . . 

Clerks  to  the  M.O.H. 

Clerk  to  the  S.P.H.I. 


H.  L.  Duke,  o.b.e.,  m.d.,  sc.d.  (camb.), 

D.T.M.  & HY. 

F.  G.  Jones,  m.b.e.,  f.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods 

R.  S.  ReLF,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods 

Qualified  Housing  Manager 
Qualified  Building  Inspector 

W.  J.  Pennington,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Qualified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods 

Qualified  Smoke  Inspector 
Miss  G.  L.  Everson 
Miss  J.  M.  Lewry 
Miss  I.  Robbins 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years : 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . 
Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre) 
Number  of  Houses 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 


1955 

1956 

1957 

. 68,011 

68,01 1 

68,011 

. 25,920 

26,490 

27,270 

. £213,016 

£320,982 

£327,565 

(at  1.4.55) 

(at  1.4.56) 

(at  1.4.57) 

. £860 

£1,250 

£1,270 

0.38 

0.39 

0.40 

. 8,203 

8,587 

9,148 

. 12.30 

12.50 

12.28 

. 11.88 

11.81 

10.93 

. 21.94 

21.14 

17.91 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

1 

Females 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .. 

_ 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

_ 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

_ 

5.  Whooping  cough 

_ 

6.  Meningococcal  infection 

• . — 



7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

_ 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

I 

_ 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. . 

— 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. . 

— 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm. . 

15 

18 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . 

17 

20 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

25 

19 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

27 

39 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

4 

22.  Influenza 

3 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

7 

5 

24.  Bronchitis 

3 

4 

25.  Other  disease  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

3 

_ 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

2 

4 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. • — 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .. 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

12 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 



34.  All  other  aceidents  . . 

3 

5 

35.  Suicide.. 

. . — 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

. . 

- 

Totals 

148 

150 
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BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Births  registered  for  the  year  1957: 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

159 

166 

325 

Illegitimate 

6 

4 

10 

165 

170 

335 

This  gives  a rate  of  12.28 

per  1,000 

population. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  13.5. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Stillbirths . . 

1 

2 

3 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

. . 

- 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1957: — 

Male  Female  Total 

148  ..  150  ..  298 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  10.93  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  8.73. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

All  milk  and  water  samples,  infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  specimens 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Brighton.  Medical  practitioners 
send  the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by 
telephone,  a copy  of  such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Medical  Director,  for  his  informa- 
tive reports  and  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Lavender’s  Garage,  Sussex  Road, 
Haywards  Heath. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle 
block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and  side 
wards. 

A table  on  page  20  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 
Smallpox 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that  cases  of 
smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals  (Long 
Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare  Centres: 


Aibourne  Village  Hall 

( Weighing  Centre  only) 


Ardingly 

, . Hapstead  Hall 

Balcombe  . . 

. Parish  Room 

Bolney 

Rawson  Institute 

Crawley  Down 

Village  Hall 

Horsted  Keynes 

. Congregational  Church 
Hall 

Hurstpierpoint 

. Parish  Hall 

Keymer 

. Village  Hall 

Slaugham  . . 

Village  Hall,  Handcross 

West  Hoathly 

. Village  Hall 

Cuckfield 

. Congregational  Church 
Hall 

Lindheld 

The  Tiger 

3rd  Thursday 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Thursday 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Wednesday 
4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Tuesday 
3rd  Friday 
Dr.  each  session 
3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 
3rd  Monday 
Dr.  each  session 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

2nd  Friday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Friday 
1st  Monday 
Dr.  each  session 


Clinics : 


Chest 


Orthopaedic 


Speech  Therapy 


Haywards  Heath 
Hospital, 

Haywards  Heath 

Cuckfield  Hospital, 
Cuckfield 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Mill  Road, 
Burgess  Hill 


Every  Thursday  9.30  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Thursdays  2 p.m. 
Diagnostic 

Tuesday  9 a.m.- 12.30  p.m. 
Friday  9 a.m. -12.30  p.m., 
2-4.30  p.m. 

Dr.  usually  attends 
2nd  Thursday  2-4.30  p.m. 
Very  rarely  4th  Thursday 
2-4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  9 a.m. 

Friday  9 a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
Thursday  9 a.m. 

(by  appointment) 
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Child  Guidance 

East  Grinstead: 

Moat  Road 

Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Lewes: 

Castlegate  House 

Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Hove: 

33  Clarendon  Villas 

Tuesday  10  a.m. 

Thursday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Burgess  Hill: 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road 

Every  Monday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Eye  Refractions 
(School  Children) 

Haywards  Heath 

Hospital 

By  appointment 

Dental 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

By  appointment 

School  Clinic 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

Dr.  Waugh 

(by  appointment) 

*Family  Planning  . . 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 

2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

* Sub-Fertility 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

1st  Wednesday  2.15  p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 

Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 

Men..  ..  Monday  ..  4.30  p.in.-8  p.m. 

Wednesday  . . 9.30  a.m.-l  p.m. 

Thursday  ..  1.30  p.m. -4.30  p.m. 

Women  and  Tuesday  1.30  p.m. -4.30  p.m. 

Children  ..  Thursday  ..  10.0  a.m.-l  p.m. 

Saturday  ..  9.30  a.m.-l  1.30  a. m. 

New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the 
Clinic  closes 

* These  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Family  Planning  Association 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES 
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Totals 1 5 1 11  4 7 405 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Disease 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  . . . . 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  . . . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals  . . 
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TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1957 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1936-1957 
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CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  for  past  twelve  years 


Year 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

1946 

0.26 

1947 

0.33 

1948 

0.46 

1949 

0.24 

1950 

0.07 

1951 

0.14 

1952 

0.14 

1953 

0.04 

1954 

Nil 

1955 

0.08 

1956 

0.07 

1957 

0.04 
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TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1943-1957 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


0-15  Years  of  Age 


Number  on  roll  . . 

5,696 

Number  immunised 

5,256 

Percentage 

93 

0-5  Years  of  Age 

Number  on  roll  . . 

1,771 

Number  immunised 

1,490 

Percentage 

84 

The  table  below  shows  the  immunisation  figures  for  every  school  in  the 
district : — 


On  Roll 

Immunised 

Percentage 

SCHOOLS:  Primary  and 

County  Secondary — 

Bolney 

59 

59 

100 

Staplefield 

27 

27 

100 

Twineham 

30 

30 

100 

Turners  Hill 

77 

76 

99 

Copthorne 

104 

102 

98 

Hurstpierpoint  Primary 

305 

299 

98 

Scaynes  Hill 

41 

40 

98 

Handcross 

98 

95 

97 

Horsted  Keynes. . 

68 

66 

97 

Hurstpierpoint  Secondary 

159 

155 

97 

Crawley  Down  . . 

98 

94 

96 

Hassocks 

211 

203 

96 

Warninglid 

47 

45 

96 

West  Hoathly  . . 

101 

97 

96 

Albourne 

43 

41 

95 

Balcombe 

105 

100 

95 

Pyecombe 

34 

32 

94 

Ardingly  . . 

100 

92 

92 

Sayers  Common 

37 

34 

92 

Poynings . . 

44 

40 

91 

1,788 

1,727 

97 

NOT  YET  AT  SCHOOL,  or  at 
school  outside  our  area 

502 

485 

97 

SCHOOLS,  Private 

1,627 

1,554 

96 

3,917 

3,766 

96 

During  the  year: — 

377  children  were  immunised 

636  children  were  Schick  tested 

348  children  had  a reinforcing  injection 

VACCINATION 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  children  were  vaccinated  under  the  age  of 
one  year — a percentage  of  91. 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.  M.  Reid,  for  the  following  particulars 
of  cases  admitted  during  the  years: — 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 

District 

Cuckfield  Urban 

District 

Burgess  Hill  Urban 

District 

East  Grinstead 

Urban  District 

Uckfield 

Rural  District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

Paratyphoid  B.  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Observation  Typhoid  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B.  Coli  Infection 

1 

— 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Virus  Infection  . . 

1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

3 

Gastro-enteritis  . . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Observation  Gastro-enteritis  . . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Observation  Dysentery.. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

— 

- 

2 

1 

4 

7 

Adenitis  following  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Measles  . . 

14 

3 

- 

6 

- 

8 

31 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

Measles  and  Mumps  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Mumps  . . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Observation  Mumps 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Chickenpox 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

8 

10 

Rubella  . . 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

14 

Rubella  and  Chickenpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Tonsillitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Influenza. . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Influenza  and  Bronchitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Endocarditis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  . . .... 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 

- 

- 

14 

19 

Totals 

26 

1 

1 ^ 

' 6 

12 

i 

1 

64 

118 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  twenty-three  different  diseases,  observation 
cases  or  diseases  with  complications,  to  be  dealt  with. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Mr.  F.  G.  Jones,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  furnished  the  follow- 
ing report  on  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the  District: — 

WATER  SUPPLY 
(a)  Public  Supplies 

The  district  is  extremely  well  supplied  with  piped  water  from  the  public 
mains  and  private  sources.  Out  of  a total  of  9,180  houses,  an  increase  of  324, 
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over  1956,  9,055  have  a piped  supply  into  the  houses;  this  gives  a percentage 
of  over  98.  A further  16  houses  have  a main  supply  from  standpipes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  tlie  number  of 
houses  with  a piped  supply  in  each  parish; — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 
including 
Shops 

Houses  with  piped 
Supply 

Standpipes 

No. 

Population 

No. 

Population 

Albourne 

' 164 

161 

483 

Ardingly 

394 

392 

! 1,323 

Balcombc 

498 

492 

1,487 

Bolney . . 

357 

348 

1,124 

Clayton 

403 

401 

1,077 

Cuckfield  Rural 

597 

595 

1,935 

Fulking 

102 

91 

254 

3 

9 

Horsted  Keynes 

405 

389 

1,128 

6 

18 

Hurstpierpoint 

1,552 

1,540 

4,290 

Keymer 

1,302 

1,302 

3,632 

Lindfield  Rural 

441 

437 

1,520 

Newtimber 

45 

45 

150 

Poynings 

113 

105 

290 

7 

19 

Pyecombe 

89 

86 

370 

Slaugham 

664 

659 

1,686 

Twineham 

95 

92 

268 

West  Hoathly . . 

526  1 

520 

1,653 

Worth  . . 

1,433 

1,400 

3,444 

-- 

— 

Totals 

9,180 

J 

9,055 

1 

26,114 

16 

i 

46 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  each  of  the  public  supplies 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis. 


Supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Brighton  Corporation  . . 

2 

4 

Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board. . 

3 

2 

Newhaven,  Seaford  and  Ouse  Valley 
Water  Company 

8 

3 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  (Weir  Wood) 

5 

3 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  (East  Surrey) 

2 

1 

(i)  All  public  supplies  are  sampled  monthly  for  bacteriological  examina- 
Uon  and  with  the  exception  of  Pyecombe,  all  were  reported  on  as  being  satis- 
factory. After  cleansing  of  the  reservoir  all  samples  from  Pyecombe  were 
satisfactory. 
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(ii)  The  Boards  or  Companies  responsible  for  the  piped  supply  carry 
out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  on  the  raw  water.  All  waters  are 
chlorinated  after  filtration.  Samples  of  all  public  supplies  were  taken  for 
chemical  analysis  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

(iii)  "None  of  the  supplies  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  supplies  were  contaminated. 

The  table  on  page  21  gives  separate  information  in  respect  of  each  parish 
in  the  district. 


(b)  Private  Supplies 

During  the  year  35  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  4 samples  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  samples  taken  refer  to  the  supplies  serving  85  dwellings  and  6 daii^ 
farms. 

In  all,  33  dwellings  and  5 dairy  farms  were  found  to  have  unfit  or  doubtful 


supplies  in  addition  to  the  4 outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  unfit  supplies  is  as  follows: — 

No.  of  dwellings — supply  rendered  fit  by  chlorination  . . . . 21 

,,  dairy  farms — supply  rendered  fit  by  chlorination  . . . . 2 

,,  dwellings  connected  to  the  main  . . . . . . . . 12 

„ dairy  farms  connected  to  the  main  . . . . . . . . 2 

,,  dwellings  with  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  end  of  year  . . 4 

,,  dairy  farms  with  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  end  of  year. . 1 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


including  Improvement  Grants  and  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1,912 

Infectious  Disease  — 

No. 

of  inspections 

81 

Factories  — 

inspections 

95 

Water  Supplies  — 

11 

visits 

99 

Rats  and  Mice  — 

11 

visits 

2,382 

Drainage  — 

11 

visits 

629 

Movable  Dwellings  — 

11 

inspections 

38 

Shops  Act  — 

1 1 

inspections 

20 

Flies  and  Vermin  — 

11 

visits 

40 

Inns  — 

11 

inspections 

27 

Swimming  Pools  — 

11 

visits 

10 

Milk  Supply  — 

11 

visits 

72 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses — 

11 

visits 

245 

Food  Shops  — 

11 

visits 

207 

Catering  Establishments  — 

11 

visits 

92 

Ice-cream  Premises  — 

11 

visits 

6 

Bakehouses  — 

11 

visits 

18 

Total 

5,973 
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MILK  SUPPLY 


Twenty-five  purveyors  retail  milk  in  the  area  (including  outside  retail 
purveyors). 

All  the  schools  are  supplied  with  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  tendency  has  continued  for  the  retailers  to  purchase  milk  in  bottles 
thus  obviating  the  necessity  of  bottle  washing  on  their  premises. 

Two  samples  of  bottles  (each  a batch  of  3)  were  taken  from  retail  purveyors 
during  the  year  to  check  whether  or  not,  in  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  milk 
samples,  the  bottles  were  at  fault.  These  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  following  milk  sampling  was  carried  out: — 

(i)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . 35 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . 6 

(ii)  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . 32 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . 1 

(iii)  Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . 25 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . 1 

Reports  on  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Authority 
in  which  the  pasteurising  plants  were  situated. 

School  Milks 

The  supplies  to  schools  were  sampled  at  the  retailers  and  in  all  cases  were 
satisfactory. 

Biological  Sampling 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  district  (with  the  exception  of  heat-treated  milk) 
was  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  Thirty-two  samples  were 
taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders 

Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council : — 


Retailers 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  1 
Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . 14 

,,  (Supplementary)  . . . . 7 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

,,  (Supplementary)  . . . . . . 7 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

„ (Supplementary) 3 


ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  area.  Of  the  97  vendors 
the  majority  retail  wrapped  ice-cream  and  store  their  products  in  conservators. 
During  the  year  6 samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  area,  and  during  the  year 
all  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry. 

All  diseased,  unsound  and  unwholesome  meat  is  dyed  and  disposed  of  to 
a reputable  firm  for  conversion  into  inedible  fats  and  fertilisers. 

In  all,  245  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’  shops  and 
the  following  is  a record  of  the  diseased  or  unsound  food  condemned : — 


(A)  Affected  with  Tuberculosis 


Bovines 


5 Lungs  . . . .j 

621bs. 

1 Head  and  Tongue  . . 

511bs. 

1 Liver  . . 

161bs. 

1291bs. 

Pigs 

1 Head  and  Tongue  . . . . . . 

81bs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  (tuberculosis)  1371bs. 

as  compared  with 

3861bs.  in  1956. 

( B)  Other  Diseases  and  Unsound  Conditions 

Bovines 

3 Heads  and  Tongues  (Cysticercus  Bovis)  . . 

lOOlbs. 

1 Heart  (Cysticercus  Bovis)  . . 

51bs. 

Livers  (Cirrhosis) 

1521bs. 

1 Liver  (Cysts). . 

161bs. 

1 Lungs  (Abscess) 

121bs. 

2851bs. 

Pigs 

14  Livers  (Necrosis)  . . 

431bs. 

4 Livers  (Cirrhosis)  . . 

lOlbs. 

1 Head  (Abscess) 

81bs. 

1 Lungs  (Pleurisy) 

41bs. 

651bs. 

Total  weight  condemned  (other  than  tuberculosis)  3501bs.  as  compared 

with  5071bs.  in  1956. 

Meat  condemned  other  than  at  slaughterhouses 

Total  weight  . . 

2131bs, 

24 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  the 
oerc^ntages  of  those  affected  with  disease: — 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

215 

3 

130 

357 

248 

— 

Number  inspected  . . 

215 

3 

130 

357 

248 

— 

All  diseases  except 
I'uberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

20 







20 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercu- 
losis and  cysticerci 

9.3 

8 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 









. 



Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

8 







1 



Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

3.7 

0.4 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

2 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 











Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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The  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  tuberculosis  has  dropped  from 
5 per  cent,  in  1956  to  3.7  per  cent,  in  1957. 

During  the  year  two  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with  cysticercus 
bovis,  the  parts  affected  in  both  instances  being  the  cheek  muscles.  This  entails 
condemnation  of  the  affected  part  and  the  remainder  of  the  carcase  and  offal 
is  refrigerated  for  14  days  at  14°  F.  at  Brighton.  All  expenses  are  met  by 
the  butcher  concerned. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

No.  of  licences  to  Slaughter  Animals  renewed  . . . . . . 2 


Food  Inspection 


During  the  year  the  following  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 

consumption : — 

Tinned  Fruit  . . 

33  lbs. 

,,  Vegetables 

26  lbs. 

,,  Tongue 

2ilbs. 

,,  Luncheon  Meat 

22  lbs. 

Fish 

li-lbs. 

,,  Corned  Beef  . . 

l^lbs. 

,,  Jam 

4 lbs. 

Total 

90ilbs. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  and  FOOD  HYGIENE 

REGULATIONS, 

1955-56 

The  number  and  classification  of  food  shops  in  the  area  is  as  follows:— 

No.  of  Grocers  and  General  stores 

61 

,,  Wet  Fish  shops 

2 

,,  Fried  Fish  shops  . . 

2 

,,  Butchers’  shops 

16 

,,  Greengrocers’  shops 

6 

,,  Confectionery  and  Sweet  shops  . . 

27 

,,  Catering  establishments  ..  ..  48  \ 

,,  Private  and  State  Schools — Catering  29  / 

Total 

191 

During  the  year  544  visits  v/ere  made  to  the  above  premises,  as  a result  of 
which  the  following  works  were  carried  out: — 

Food  Shops 

No.  of  shops  provided  with  new  food  storage  facilities  . . 3 

,,  food  storage  facilities  improved . . . . . . 6 

,,  food  display  cabinets  provided  . . . . 11 

,,  lavatory  basins  with  constant  hot  water  provided  7 

,,  constant  hot  water  provided  . . . . . . 4 

,,  walls  and  ceiling  decorated  or  repaired. . . . 36 

,,  floors  cleansed  and  repaired  . . . . . . 6 

,,  clothes  lockers  provided  . . . . . . . . 6 

,,  nail  brushes  provided  . . . . . . . . 4 

,,  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for  males  . . 3 

,,  sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  . . . . 1 

,,  fly  control  dispensers  fitted  . . . . . . 3 

,,  counters  fitted  with  impervious  surface. . ..  8 

,,  bakehouses  provided  with  enlarged  bread  stores  1 
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It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally  the  standard  of  hygiene  at  these 
shops  is  satisfactory,  credit  for  which  goes  equally  to  management  and  staff. 
Generally,  all  premises  are  well  maintained  and  numerous  improvements  have 
been  carried  out  over  the  past  few  years. 

Butchers’  Shops 

As  a result  of  interviews  with  the  occupiers,  considerable  improvements 
have  been  made,  and  I feel  justified  in  recording  my  thanks  to  the  butchers 
for  their  efforts  towards  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  many  have  attained. 


No.  of  shops — totally  replanned  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

,,  — tables  provided  with  an  impervious  surface  . . 6 

,,  — walls  partly  tiled  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

,,  — with  refrigerated  window  display  . . 2 

,,  — lavatory  basin  with  constant  hot  water  provided  5 

,,  — lavatory  basins  installed  . . . . . . . . 2 

— new  sausage  making  rooms  provided  . . . . 3 

,,  — existing  sausage  making  rooms  improved  . . 4 

,.  — new  counter  display  cabinets  provided  . . . . 2 

,,  — floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 3 

Catering  Establishments 

No.  of  premises — lavatory  basins  with  constant  hot  water  pro- 
vided in  kitchen  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

,,  — preparation  tables  fitted  with  impervious 

material  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

,,  — walls  and  ceilings  of  kitchen  cleansed  . . 4 

,,  — clothes  lockers  provided  . . . . . . 2 

„ — additional  sinks  provided  . . . . . . 3 

,,  — additional  covered  sanitary  bins  provided  . . 2 


Schools — Private  and  State 

The  conditions  prevailing  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory;  in  fact 
at  the  large  private  schools  the  standard  of  fittings  and  hygiene  was  very  high. 
Generally  the  items  that  needed  improvement  were  the  hand  washing  facilities 
in  the  kitchen  and  the  provision  of  impervious  surfaces  to  the  preparation 
tables. 

At  state  schools  improvements  considered  necessary  were  notified  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Upon  reinspection  many  improvements 
had  been  carried  out  and  the  remainder  are  scheduled  for  the  next  summer 
holiday  period. 

The  following  works  were  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


No.  of  schools — preparation  tables  fitted  with  impervious 

surfaces  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

,,  — lavatory  basins  with  constant  hot  water  pro- 
vided in  kitchen  . . . . . . . . 5 

,,  — additional  sink  provided  . . . . . . 6 

„ — first  aid  dressings  (waterproof)  provided  . . 3 

,,  — clothes  lockers  provided  . . . . . . 1 

,,  — walls  of  kitchen  decorated  or  repaired  . . 2 

No.  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16 

No.  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  . . . . . . 97 

,,  rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages  . . . . 6 

,,  rooms  used  for  the  preparation  of  meat  by  cooking  . . 2 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Work  of  re-drainage  and  connection  to  the  sewers  was  continued  at 
Horsted  Keynes,  Handcross  and  Withypits  area  of  Turners  Hill  and  the  position 
in  each  area  is  as  follows: — 

Horsted  Keynes 

No.  of  properties  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer  . . 259 

,,  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 243 

Of  the  remaining  16,  disposal  facilities  at  5 dwellings  consists  of  septic 
tank  and  filter;  a further  2 are  places  of  worship  and  each  of  the  remaining  9 
properties  are  subject  to  negotiation. 

Handcross 

No.  of  properties  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer  . . 241 

,,  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 208 

Of  the  remaining  33,  disposal  facilities  at  8 dwellings  are  not  unreasonable, 
2 are  places  of  worship,  6 are  sub-standard  houses  and  the  remaining  17  dwellings 
are  subject  to  negotiation. 

Withypits,  Turners  Hill 

No.  of  properties  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer  . . 31 

,,  connected  to  the  sewer  . . . . . . 20 

Those  remaining  are  subject  to  negotiation. 


HOUSING 


Action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  as  follows: 
No.  of  houses — Undertakings  accepted  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

,,  — rendered  fit  informally  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 


Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation 

No.  of  properties  connected  to  sewer  . . . . . . . . 56 

„ redrained  or  improved  . . . . . . 114 

,,  — septic  tank  and  filter  installed  . . . . 28 

,,  — disposal  plants  improved  . . . . . . 3 

„ — cesspools  constructed  . . . . . . 3 

,,  — drainage  systems  unblocked  . . . . 11 

,,  — conversions  from  earth  or  chemical  closets 

to  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 30 

,,  — new  closet  structures  built  or  converted  . . 11 

„ — septic  tanks  constructed  . . . . . . 6 

,,  — water  closet  pans  renewed  . . . . . . 5 


Housing  Acts,  1949-1957 — Improvement  Grants — Progress  Report 

The  following  is  a report  on  the  application  of  the  above  Acts  regarding 
Improvement  Grants  to  private  properties  in  the  area: — 

The  first  application  was  approved  in  April,  1951,  and  since  that  date  a 
total  of  256  applications  have  been  received  in  respect  of  332  dwellings.  This 
has  entailed  3,407  inspection  visits  prior  to  reporting  and  inspection  of  works 
after  approval.  The  332  dwellings  were  dealt  with  as  follows: — 

No.  of  dwellings  — applications  approved  . . . . . . 271 

„ — applications  disapproved  . . . . . . 11 

,,  — applications  withdrawn  before  considera- 
tion by  the  Committee  . . . . . . 26 

„ — applications  awaiting  consideration  . . 24 

The  total  amount  of  grants  approved  to  date  amounts  to  £68,609  and  the 
amount  paid  out  to  owners  on  completion  or  by  instalments  as  the  work 
proceeded  was  £57,440. 

In  3 instances,  following  the  completion  of  the  works,  the  dwellings  were 
sold  and  the  appropriate  portion  of  the  grant  repaid. 
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Occupancy 

The  occupancy  of  the  271  dwellings  approved  for  grant  aid  is  as  follows: — 

No.  of  dwellings — owner  occupied  . . . . . . . . 89 

,,  — agricultural  tenancies  ..  ..  ..  118 

,,  — weekly  tenancies  . . . . . . . . 64 

In  an  agricultural  area,  undoubtedly  an  item  of  importance  to  both  the 
farmer  and  worker  is  good  housing  accommodation,  with  modern  conveniences, 
on  the  farm  and  it  will  be  noted  that  over  42  per  cent,  of  the  dwellings  improved 
fall  into  this  category. 

General 

Of  the  271  dwellings  many  were  in  need  of  repair  under  the  Housing 
Acts;  in  fact  45  were  placed  in  Category  5 of  the  Housing  Survey  as  being 
incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  A further  105  were  placed 
in  Category  3 as  in  need  of  repair  but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reason- 
able cost.  This  has  saved  45  cottages  and  brought  them  back  into  use  as  fit 
and  modernised  dwellings,  thus  obviating  the  building  of  Council  houses  for 
the  tenants.  With  regard  to  the  105,  these  have  been  repaired  and  modernised 
and  saved  from  the  possibility  of  ultimately  being  placed  in  Category  5.  Also, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  all  properties  in  receipt  of  grant  must  be  kept  in 
a state  of  good  repair. 

As  a result  of  Improvement  Grants,  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts, 
the  following  works  were  completed. 

No.  of  dwellings  provided  with  bathrooms  (including  lavatory 


basins  . . . . . . 82 

,,  ,,  hot  water  systems  . . . . 80 

„ ,,  ventilated  foodstores  . . . . 73 

,,  ,,  new  floors  . . . . . . 70 

,,  ,,  additional  natural  lighting  and 

ventilation  . . . . . . 36 

,,  — walls  plastered  . . . . . . . . 42 

„ — roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 37 

,,  — dampness  remedied  . . . . . . . . 39 

Slum  Clearance  Programme 


In  conjunction  with  Dr.  Stott,  1 submit  the  following  report  on  the  Council’s 
Slum  Clearance  programme. 

The  number  of  dwellings  included  in  the  Council’s  clearance  programme 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  was  277  and  since  that  date  this  number  has  been 
increased  to  291.  The  position  at  the  31st  December,  1957,  was  as  follows: — 


(i)  Houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11 — Housing  Act,  1936 

Undertakings  not  to  be  used  for  human  habitation  . . . . 59 

Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

72 

(ii)  Houses  dealt  with  informally  — 

No.  demolished  in  lieu  of  formal  action . . . . . . . . 9 

No.  made  fit  by  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

No.  taken  out  of  programme — works  carried  out  bringing 

dwellings  out  of  this  category  . . . . . . . . 45 

No.  of  dwellings  used  for  purposes  other  than  human  habitation  4 

109 

Total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  formally  and  informally  . . 181 


It  will  be  seen  that  a further  110  dwellings  remain  to  be  dealt  with  to 
complete  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  scheme. 
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Ot  the  51  houses  made  hi  by  the  owners,  Improvement  Grants  were 


approved  in  19  instances. 

The  position  with  regard  to  rehousing  is  as  follows: — 

(i)  Rehousing  obviated  by — 

(n)  Properties  made  fit  formally  or  informally — no  rehousing 

required  . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 

(b)  Properties  demolished  or  void — no  rehousing  required  . . 17 

(c)  Properties  used  for  purposes  other  than  human  habitation  2 

(d)  Properties  made  fit  and  modernised  with  assistance  of 

Improvement  Grant — no  rehousing  required  . . . . 17 

m 

(ii)  Position  as  to  rehousing  (Houses  subject  to  action  under 

Section  II — Housing  Act,  1936) — 

(a)  No.  of  families  already  rehoused  by  Council  . . . . 39 

(b)  No.  of  families  awaiting  rehousing — from  condemned 

properties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 


The  position  with  regard  to  the  1 10  dwellings  to  be  dealt  with  to  complete 
the  programme,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  rehousing  necessary  is  as 
follows: — 


Parish  or 
locality 

No.  of 
houses  to 
be  dealt 
with 

No.  where 
action 
completed 

Families 

rehoused 

by 

Council 

Estimate 

of 

rehousing 

necessary 

No.  of 
houses 
remaining 
to  be  dealt 
with 

Albourne 

6 

3 

1 

nil 

3 

Ardingly 

10 

9 

1 

3 

1 

Balcombc 

21 

11 

nil 

4 

10 

Bolney  . . 

8 

1 

nil 

3 

7 

Clayton . . 

4 

4 

3 

nil 

nil 

Staplefield 

6 

2 

nil 

2 

4 

Anstye  . . 

8 

6 

1 

nil 

2 

Handcross 

18 

12 

4 

6 

6 

Warninglid 
Cuckfield  Rural 

9 

8 

4 

nil 

1 

(Outlying) 

2 

nil 

nil 

nil 

2 

Fulking . . 

7 

1 

nil 

3 

6 

Hurstpierpoint . . 

50 

27 

4 

12 

23 

Horsted  Keynes 

9 

6 

1 

2 

3 

Kcymer . . 

27 

21 

4 

3 

6 

Scaynes  Hill 

10 

5 

1 

nil 

5 

Walstead 

6 

6 

2 

2 

nil 

Poynings 

16 

9 

1 

6 

7 

Pyecombe 

6 

5 

4 

nil 

1 

Twineham 

Worth 

10 

5 

nil 

2 

5 

Crawley  Down 

15 

11 

nil 

5 

4 

Turners  Hill  . . 

5 

5 

1 

1 

nil 

Copthornc 

8 

6 

2 

nil 

2 

Worth  . . 

9 

5 

1 

nil 

4 

West  Hoathly  . . 

21 

13 

2 

2 

8 

Totals 

291 

181 

37 

56 

110 
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MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  connection  with  the  above,  38  visits  were  made  and  with  very  few 
exceptions  all  dwellings  are  of  the  trailer  type,  in  a sound  structural  condition. 
During  the  year  6 site  licences  were  renewed. 

INFEST.ATION 

In  all  work  carried  out  a preparation  containing  D.D.T.  was  used  with 
satisfactory  results  in  dwelling  houses.  A total  of  47  visits  were  made,  as  a 
result  of  which  the  following  works  were  carried  out: — 

No.  of  houses  treated  for  vermin  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

„ fly  infestation  . . . . . . . . 6 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

In  alt,  81  visits  were  made  and  4 rooms  were  disinfected. 


B.VTHING  POOLS 

There  is  one  pool  open  to  the  general  public  in  the  area  and  four  sited  at 
schools;  in  addition,  bathing  takes  place  in  two  large  ponds  and  one  river. 
Nine  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  2 of  which  were 
unsatisfactory.  Upon  investigation  and  resampling  all  repeat  samples  were 
satisfaetory. 

FACTORIES 

During  the  year  95  visits  were  made  and  no  statutory  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

30 

25 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

80 

70 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers 
premises) 

Totals 

110 

95 

— 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) . . 

7 

7 

_ 

_ 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S.3)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Defective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.6)  

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

tive 

7 

7 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

16 

16 

- 

- 

OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August 
list 

required 
by  Sect. 
no(i)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing  apparel— 

Making,  etc. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cleaning  and  wash- 

ing 

Sections  15-44  Nil 


l4' 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  cost  of  “ Warfarin  ” is  higher  than  the  other  types  of  bait  but  the 
advantage  of  reducing  the  number  of  visits  outweighs  this  when  it  is  realised 
that  a high  proportion  of  the  time  is  spent  in  travelling.  No  economies  in 
time  have  been  found  possible  on  refuse  tip  treatments. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  of  the  Council,  private  dwellings  are 
treated  free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises  are  treated  at  a charge  to  cover 
treatment.  The  cost  of  treating  Council  properties  is  kept  separate. 

During  the  year  accounts  sent  in  respect  of  business  premises  amounted 
to  £74  4s.  Od.,  whilst  the  approximate  cost  of  treating  Council  property  was 
£159. 

The  following  summarises  work  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Private  Dwellings 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  or  visited  . . . . . . 247 

„ where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . 229 

Total  number  of  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,532 

Council  Properties 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  . . . . . . . . . . 62 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 359 


Premises  visited  comprise  the  following  and  routine  treatments  are  carried 
out  quarterly  or  as  required : — 

Sewage  Works — Copthorne,  Balcombe,  Hurstpierpoint,  Bolney,  Poynings, 
West  Hoathly,  Ardingly  (Main),  Ardingly  (Church  Plant),  Ardingly 
(College),  Horsted  Keynes,  Pease  Pottage  and  Handcross. 

Refuse  Tips — Rowfant,  Albourne,  Handcross  and  Newtimber. 


Depots — Hurstpierpoint  and  Grange  Road. 

Business  Premises 

No.  of  food  shops  surveyed  or  visited  . . . . . . 23 

,,  food  shops  where  treatment  was  carried  out . . ..  2 

„ catering  establishments  visited . . . . . . . . 33 

,,  catering  establishments  where  treatment  was  carried 

out  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

„ other  business  premises  (hotels,  schools,  etc.)  surveyed 

or  visited  . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

„ other  business  premises  where  treatment  was  carried 

out  . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 28 

„ farms  surveyed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 

„ farms  where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . . . 7 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 491 

DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

Overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Pollution  of  ditches  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 

Unsatisfactory  living  conditions  . . . . . . . . 1 

Fly  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . 6 

Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Total  . . 386 
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